
 

AGENDA 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
Conference Room 202 
Monday, June 22, 2026 

5:30 PM  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL -  

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A. APPROVAL OF 6-8-2026 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. POLICE PERSONNEL BOARD INTERVIEW - SUSAN LEW 

 B. MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. DISCUSSION OF NEED FOR ORDINANCE REVISION FOR INVASIVE PLANTS 

VI. OTHER 

VII. NEXT MEETING 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
PERSONS REQUIRING AN ACCOMMODATION TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH & 
SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING SHOULD CONTACT CITY CLERK VICKIE MCGOWND AT (636)537-6716 AT 
LEAST TWO (2) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING. 
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TO:  Michael O. Geisel, P.E. 
  City Administrator 

FROM:  Elliot Brown,  
  Assistant City Administrator 

Date:   May 29, 2026 

RE: Naturally Wooded Areas & Invasive Plants 

 

Complaint 

The City received a complaint from the Clarkson Woods HOA stating that a 
property in a neighboring subdivision has not effectively managed invasive plants 
(honeysuckle) in the wooded portion of their property. They feel that the plants 
have caused a nuisance by growing over the property line and onto their 
decorative fencing at one of the entrances to their neighborhood: 

 

With a unanimous recommendation from the Public Health and Safety 
Committee, Council adopted Ordinance 3355 in October 2025 updating Section 
215.030(A)(2)(g) exempting certain properties from the vegetation maintenance 
portion of the nuisance code: 

Failure to mow or cut turf grass or turf weeds to maintain a 
maximum height of not more than ten (10) inches, or failure to 
control or remove listed (Section 215.070) nuisance plants, invasive 
plants and noxious weeds in such a manner that constitutes a hurt, 
injury, inconvenience or danger to the health, safety or welfare of 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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the public or residents and occupants of the immediate vicinity. 
Managed stands of native plants, ornamental grasses, or shrubs, 
and cultivated agricultural crops, vegetable gardens or flower 
gardens exceeding ten (10) inches in height are permitted provided 
they are maintained free of turf weeds and grasses, nuisance plants, 
invasive plants and noxious weeds, are kept at least four (4) feet 
from a property line, and do not impair sight distance, or constitute 
a hurt, injury, inconvenience or danger to the health, safety or 
welfare of the public or residents and occupants of the immediate 
vicinity. Provisions of this Section shall not apply to tracts of land 
used for growing agricultural crops, nor to undeveloped tracts of 
land exceeding one (1) acre in size, or naturally wooded areas. 

That amendment was intended to reduce maintenance obligations on owners of 
wooded properties and recognize the natural character of those areas. Several of 
our neighboring communities have similar exemptions in place (Ballwin, 
Manchester, Wildwood, etc.). 

The Clarkson Woods HOA already contracts for mowing and maintenance of the 
entrance area and, like any adjoining property owner, may cut back vegetation 
to the property line at any time. Other adjacent homeowners along the wooded 
area face similar conditions and generally maintain vegetation to their property 
lines as part of living next to a naturally wooded tract. 

Request 

The Clarkson Woods HOA would like the City to reconsider its recent amendment 
to require property owners to maintain a buffer around the edge of their 
properties so that invasive plants like honeysuckle cannot grow over property 
lines. It is also worth noting that the Clarkson Woods subdivision itself owns a 
considerable amount of naturally wooded common ground. Here are two 
examples: 
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Applying the same interpretation requested here would effectively require the 
subdivision to ensure that no living invasive plants on its own wooded common 
ground can encroach onto neighboring properties. That is not how the 
subdivision currently manages those wooded areas, nor would such a standard 
be reasonably practicable for the City to enforce on a consistent basis citywide. 

That practical enforcement issue was one of the primary reasons the City 
struggled to consistently administer the prior version of the ordinance and 
ultimately why Council amended the language to exempt naturally wooded areas 
altogether. 

Recommendation: 

At its core, this issue is a private matter between two property owners, not a 
public health, safety or welfare concern. Property owners have the right to 
remove invasive plants from their property at any time, but it is unrealistic and 
unreasonable for the City to require that honeysuckle plants be removed from 
naturally wooded areas. Staff recommends not amending the recently updated 
Section 215.030(A)(2)(g) at this time. 
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